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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

January  1986  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2144- MT  Norman  F.  Gorny,  9847  N.  Ivanhoe  St.,  Portland,  Oregon  97203 

(China,  India,  Islamic,  British  & Empire) 

2145- MT  J.  Alma  Ott,  P.  0.  Box  741,  Provo,  Utah  84603-0741 

(Latin  American  Coins,  Currency  Tokens) 

2146  Robert  Stateson,  Rt.  1,  Box  223,  Argyle,  Texas  76226 

2147  Harold  L.  Eiserloh,  P.  0.  Box  100714,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78201 

2148  Howard  A.  Smolleck,  F.R.N.S.,  313  S.E.  9th  St.,  Grand  Prairie, 
Texas  75051 

2149- MT  Jesse  J.  Petersen,  P.  0.  Box  5065,  Tucson,  Arizona  85703 

(Philippines) 

2150- MT  Don  A.  Tiffin,  5517  Rice  Dr.,  Box  97902,  The  Colony,  TX  75056 

(British,  Roman,  Greek,  U.S.) 

2151- MT  Stamenko  Jovanovic,  Mokranjceva  30,  Nis  18000,  Yugoslavia 

(Medieval  Europe,  Ottoman  Empire) 

2152- MT  Oliver  W.  Crinkelmeyer , 4626  E.  76th  St.,  Tulsa,  Okla.  74136 

(Haiti  Coins) 

2153- MT  Colleen  Mohrle,  6322  Berwyn,  Dallas,  Texas  75214 

(World  Types) 

2154- MT  Per  A.  Heskestad,  Juviknipa  58,  N-5110  Frekhaug,  Norway 

(Scandanavia , Norway,  Ancients,  Gold) 


REINSTATEMENT : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws  and 

is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

479-MT  M.  E.  Hartkopf,  Rt.  3,  Box  99,  Jenkins,  Missouri  65605 
(German  Notgeld,  Oriental) 


Regular  Memberships  Converted  to  Life  Memberships: 

LM-81  Dennis  A.  Dawson,  TCSLC  - Europe,  AP0  New  York  09058 

LM-82  John  Leroy  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  Ks.  67216 

LM-83  R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis,  P.  0.  Box  95,  Station  A,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
KIN  8V1 

LM-84  Dennis  Kroh,  P.  0.  Box  609,  Holly  Hill,  Florida  32017-0609 

LM-85  William  F.  Spengler,  2032  Ridgeway,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 
80906 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


BORKOWSKI,  Kenneth  D. 
BRUCK,  Frederick  R.  II 
BULLOCK,  Mrs.  Mark  W. 
CARMACK,  David  E. 
HARANO,  Takao 
HAVEL,  James 
LOCKWOOD,  Linn  M. 

LOEB,  Marvin  J. 

TERPIN,  Mark 
WILLIAMS,  Mrs.  Myrle 


$2.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
32  coins  (NVS) 
$5.00  Cash 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 

to  the  NI  Library. 

Bernie  Charles 

DEMORGAN,  JACQUES-.  Ancient  Persian  Numismatics -Elymais.  Pub.  1976, 
45pp,  w/plates. 

MULLER,  L.  The  Coinage  of  Alexander  the  Great.  Followed  by  a sup- 
plement containing  the  coins  of  Philip  II,  III  and  Lysimachus. 

Pub.  1976,  49pp,  not  illus. 

GOBL,  ROBERT.  Sasanian  numismatics.  Pub.  1971,  97pp,  w/tables  and 
plates. 

F-RYE,  RICHARD  N.  Sasanian  remains  from  Qasr-i  Abu  Nasr.  Pub.  1973, 
133pp,  w/plates. 

Don  Kleckner 

BELLINGER,  ALFRED  R.  Essays  on  the  coinage  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

Pub.  1963,  132pp,  w/3  plates. 

BREEN,  WALTER.  California  pioneer  fractional  gold.  Pub.  1983, 

160pp,  illus. 

NEWMAN,  ERIC  P.  The  early  paper  money  of  America.  Pub.  1967,  360pp, 
illus. 

MILLER,  HENRY  C.  The  State  Coinage  of  Connecticut.  1962  reprint  of 
1920  work,  66pp,  w/plates. 

RICHARDSON,  JOHN  M.  The  copper  coins  of  Vermont.  Pub.  1947,  24pp, 
i 1 1 us  . 

MELS0N,  PHILIP.  The  coinage  of  William  Wood , 1722-1733.  1959  re- 

print of  1903  work,  46pp,  w/plates. 

BANK  OF  BRAZIL.  Cedulas  Brasileiras  de  Republica.  Emissoes  do 
Tesouro  Nacional.  Pub.  1965,  llOpp,  illus. 
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REIS,  PEDRO  BATALHA.  Precario  das  moedas  Portuguesas  de  1640  a 1940. 

Pub.  1958,  90pp,  w/49  plates. 

BELL,  R.  C.  Copper  commercial  coins  1811-1819.  Pub.  1964,  238pp, 
i 1 1 us  . 

OLCER,  CUNEYT.  Nakish  Osmanli  Mangirlari.  (The  ornamental  copper 
coinage  of  the  Ottoman  Empire).  Pub.  1975,  188pp,  ill  us . & plates. 
Has  English  supplement. 

VAZ,  J.  FERRARO.  Livro  das  moedas  de  Portugal.  (Book  of  the  coins 

of  Portugal).  Pub.  1973,  536pp,  illus.  In  Portuguese  and  English. 
Though  basically  a price  list  it  illustrates  the  coinage  from  1128 
through  the  present  and  is  an  excellent  basic  reference  for  col- 
lectors of  Portuguese  coinage. 

TROWBRIDGE,  RICHARD  J.  Queen  Anne  1702-1714.  Mystery  farthings. 

Pub.  1970,  20pp,  illus. 

BELL,  R.  C.  Tradesmen's  tickets  and  private  tokens  1785-1819.  Pub. 
1966,  31 5pp , illus. 

PYE,  CHARLES.  Provincial  copper  coins  or  tokens  issued  between  the 
years  1787  and  1796.  1975  reprint  of  1795  work  on  English  tokens. 

No  text,  36  plates. 

SCOTT,  KENNETH.  Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  America.  Pub,  1975, 
283pp,  w/plates. 

GRUEBER,  HERBERT  A.  Handbook  of  the  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  the  British  Museum.  1970  reprint  updating  1899  work, 

274pp,  w/plates. 

NI  Purchase 

HUTTEN  - CZAPSKI , EMERIC.  Catalogue  de  la  collections  des  medailles 
et  monnaies  Polonaises.  1957  reprint  of  1871  work  on  Polish  coin- 
age. Five  volumes  in  three.  Vol . I/II,  952pp,  illus.  w/plates. 

Vol . 1 1 1 / 1 V , 816pp,  illus.  and  plates.  Vol.  V,  297pp,  illus. 

CLAIN-STEFANELLI , ELVIRA  E.  Numismatic  Bibliography.  Pub.  1985, 
1848pp,  not  illus. 

II.  As  this  report  was  being  prepared  in  late  November  we  were  sad- 
dened to  learn  of  the  death  of  Don  Kleckner.  His  gift  to  NI  amounted 
to  482  volumes  of  which  107  were  titles  we  had  not  received  before. 
Future  researchers  checking  out  one  of  those  books  wi 1 1 long  remember 
his  generosity.  We  sincerely  regret  his  passing. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Bernie  Charles 
for  additional  material  over  and  above  those  mentioned. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 

COMPUTERS  & COIN  INVENTORY:  Looking  for  a DBMS  software  package  for 

your  computer  for  coin  inventory?  Marvin  C.  Mai  Ion  in  his  COIN  WORLD 
column,  "Coins  & Computer^1 II. III.,  offers  many  addresses  of  such  items  (for 
virtually  every  personal  computer  in  production  today,  he  reports). 

His  informative  columnisin  the  Coin  World  issue  of  October  16,  1985. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CS  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  - Union  of  South  Africa:  Y14  - 1926,  1929;  Y25  - 1934, 

1936;  Y26  - 1932,  1936;  Y31  - 1942,  1944,  1945;  Y32  - 1941,  1944,  1945; 
Y33  - CX  (1947);  Y34  - 1938,  1941,  1942,  1946;  Y35  - 1941;  Y36  - 1938, 
1942;  Y41  - 1951,  1952;  Y42  - CX  (1948*);  Y43  - CX  (1951,  1952);  Y45  - 

1950;  Y48  - 1948;  Y49  - 1952;  Y50  - C;  Y52  - 1951;  Y53  - C;  Y56  - C; 

Y59  C to  1958  X (1956);  Y60  - 1955,  1957,  1960;  Y61  - 1955,  1956,  1957, 

1960;  Y62  - 1953,  1954,  1956,  1959;  Y63  - 1956;  Y66  - 1953,  1956; 

Y67  - 1958;  Y70  - C. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  - Republic:  Y71  - 1961,  1964;  Y72  - CX  (1963);  Y73  - 

1 9'6 1 , 1964;  Y74  - 1961  , 1964;  Y75  - 1961  , 1964;  Y76  - 1964;  Y80  - 1966, 
1967;  YMa  - 1966,  1969;  Y81  - 1965;  Y81a  - 1965;  Y82  - 1965.  Y82a  - 
1965;  Y83  - 1965;  Y83a  - 1965;  Y84  - 1965;  Y84a  - 1965;  Y85  - 1966; 

Y88a  - C;  Y95  - 1970;  Y96  - 1970,  1971;  Y97  - 1970;  Y98  - 1971;  Y99  - 
1972;  Y 1 00  - 1972;  Y101  - 1971. 

SPAIN:  Cl  16  - 1831;  C168  - 1845;  KM 111  - 1820;  KM118  - 1920;  Y27  - 

1857B ; Y36.3  - 1868;  Y53  - C;  Y54  - C;  YA55  - C;  Y69  - 1879;  Y70  - 
1879:  YA76  - 1880;  YB76  - 1883,  1885;  Y79  - 1892(92);  Y88  - 1900, 

1902:  Y89  - 1897,  1898;  Y96  - 1906SLV;  Y 1 00  - C;  YI01  - C;  Y102  - C; 

Y 1 05  - 1934;  Y109  - C;  Y110  - 1945;  Ylll  - CX  (1937,  1940);  Y112  - C; 

Y 1 1 3 - CX  (1949-E51  , 1947-54,  1953-55,  1963-67);  Y114  - 1954,  1956; 

Yll 5 - C;  Y 1 1 6 - 1952,  1954,  1956,  1962,  1964,  1965;  Y117  - 1950; 

Y118  - C to  1975  X (57BA , 63,  64,  66,  70,  72);  Y119  - 1957  (58,  59, 

64,  65,  68,  70);  Y120  - 1957(58,59,60,65  ,67  ,68) ; Y121  - C;  Y122  - 
CX  (69,70);  Y124  - 1967  (67,68,71);  Y124  " CX  (1973);  Y127  - 1975  (77, 
78);  Y128  - 1975  (77,78);  Y129  - 1975 (76  ,77 ,78_;  Y130  - 1975(78). 

Civil  War  - Euzkadi : Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

SRI  LANKA.  Ceylon  - British  Colonial  Issues:  C28  - C;  C38  - C; 

Decimal:  Y5  - 1898:  Y6  - 1870,  1892;  Y8  - 1897;  Y9  - 1895;  Y10  - 1893; 

Yll  - C;  Y12  - 1909;  Y13  - 1906,  1908;  Y15  - 1909;  Y18  - 1912;  Y19  - 
1912,  1922,  1925;  Y20  - 19267T21  - 1920;  Y22  - 1925;  Y23  - 1924;  Y24  - 
C;  Y25  - 1937,  1942;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y28a  - C;  Y29  - C; 

Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - 
1957;  Y40  - C;  Y43  - C to  1967;  Y44  - CX  (1969,  1970);  Y45  - C to 
1968;  Y46  - 1963;  Y47  - 1963,  1971;  Y48  - 1963;  Y49  - 1963,  1965,  1972; 
Y50  - C.  Sir  Lanka:  Y5  - 1975;  Y6  - 1975. 

SUDAN:  Y34  - 1956,  1960;  Y35  - 1956;  Y36  - 1956,  1962;  Y37  - 1956, 

T96F~ high ; Y38  - C;  Y38a  - 1963;  Y39  - 1956;  Y40  - 1956;  Y49  - C. 

SURINAM:  Y2  - CX  (1970);  Y3  - 1962  , 1966  w/o;  Y4  - 1962,  1972,  1974; 

Y5  - V962;  Y36a  - C;  Y43a  - C. 


SWAZILAND:  Y1  - C;  Y13  - C;  KM2  - C. 

SWEDEN:  C76-1799;  C160  - 1847;  C161  - 1846,  1848;  C165  - 1855;  Y2  - 

1864  l.A. ; Y 1 4b  - 1885,  1889,  1890,  1898.  (Continued  next  month). 
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VARIETIES  OF  TIBET’S 
SRANG  ISSUES 

Wolfgang  Bertsoh , Frankfurt 3 W.  Germany , NI  # 2067 

Before  the  famous  Younghusband  Expedition  reached  Lhasa  in  1904,  the 
Dalai  Lama  had  fled  to  Mongolia  and  later  on  stayed  in  Peking.  Only 
in  December  1909 di d he  come  back  to  Lhasa.  In  February  1910  a Chinese  army 
marched  into  Lhasa  and  the  Dalai  Lama  had  to  flee  again,  this  time  to 
British  India. cm  It  is  an  amazing  fact  that  in  the  midst  of  this  political 
turmoil,  Tibet  issued  the  biggest  number  of  coins  in  its  history. 

Among  all  coins  issued  by  Tibet  around  1909,  the  crown-size  one-srang 
issue  stands  out  as  being  the  largest  coin  ever  minted  in  this  country. 

Most  probably  before  the  return  of  the  Dalai  Lama  from  Peking  in  Decem- 
ber 1909,  the  Tam  Srang  (Y9),  valued  at  6 2/3  Tangkas  C23,  was  introduced 
under  Chinese  influence.  Since  this  issue  was  dated  the  first  year  of  the 
Chinese  Emperor  Hsuan  T'ung,  it  was  obviously  not  too  popular  with  the 
Tibetans  and  was  soon  replaced  by  another  Tam  Srang  ( Y 12 ) , showing  for 
the  first  time  on  a Tibetan  coin  the  "Snow  Lion"  which  soon  became  the 
symbol  for  Tibet.  This  issue  was  probably  released  before  the  Dalai 
Lama  fled  to  India  early  in  1910.  It  is  dated  Tibetan  cycle  15,  year 
43,  which  corresponds  to  1909  A.D. 

Two  important  features  of  these  coins'  designs  have  been  taken  from  the 
well  known  Gaden  Tangka  ( Y 13 ) : 1.  The  inscription  "Gaden  Palace,  vic- 

torious on  all  sides",  spaced  out  in  eight  petal  shaped  compartments. 

2.  The  eight  lucky  symbols  of  Buddhism  (Sanskrit:  Astamangala) . 

In  addition  we  find  in  the  centre  of  the  reverse  of  both  issues  a newly 
introduced  symbol  which  is  normally  called  the  Norbu  (Sanskrit:  Ratna) . 

It  can  either  be  interpreted  as  being  the  wish-granting  jewel,  one  of 
the  symbols  of  a Universal  Ruler,  or  as  being  the  Triratna  (Tibetan: 
kon  oho  sum),  representing  Buddha,  Dharma  and  Sangha.  This  symbol  can 
be  found  on  many  later  Tibetan  coins,  but  it  was  abandoned  after  1927. 

The  already  mentioned  "Snow  Lion"  on  Y12  was  used  on  all  further  Tibetan 
coin  issues  (excepting  the  Gaden  Tangka)  till  the  last  in  1953.  One 
would  expect  that  the  original  number  of  one-srang  coins  minted  was 
quite  small,  since  the  issuing  period  was  probably  very  short  and  the 
number  of  surviving  specimens  is  not  very  big.  F.  KempC33  gives  the 
mintage  of  200,000  for  the  Y12  issue  with  an  estimated  1500  pieces 
surviving.  As  this  article  shows,  there  exists  however  a number  of 
die  varieties  for  both  issues.  This  seems  to  suggest  that  the  original 
mintage  figures  were  probably  not  that  small  and  that  many  coins  were 
melted  down  as  soon  as  the  intrinsic  silver  value  became  bigger  than 
the  nominal  value. 

Note:  In  order  to  enable  the  reader  to  recognize  the  varieties,  the 
illustrations  show  the  coins  enlarged  to  about  1 h times  their  actual 
size.  All  coins  illustrated  are  from  the  author's  collection. 
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THE  ONE  SRANG  ISSUE  Y9 


We  have  not  found  any  major  varieties  on  the  obverse  of  this  issue. 

On  the  reverse  we  have  picked  out  the  following  features  which  show 
varieties:  1.  The  middle  vertical  stroke  of  the  Norbu  symbol  (centre 

of  coin).  2.  The  snake-like  ornament  located  below  the  "Eternal  Knot 
at  4 o'clock.  3.  The  dots,  representing  a lotus  flower,  which  are 
placed  above  the  vase  of  life  giving  ambrosia  at  10  o'clock. 


IYPE_I 


Rev.:  Middle  stroke  of  Norbu  connected  to  the  bottom  line. 

Lower  end  of  snake-like  ornament  pointing  to  the  left. 


Rev.:  Middle  stroke  of  Norbu  connected  to  bottom  line  as  in  Type  I. 

Lower  end  of  snake  like  ornament  pointing  to  the  right. 
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Iyee-II_coD:t 


I 


Rev.:  Middle  stroke  of  Norbu  is  not  connected  to  the  bottom  line. 

Snake-like  ornament  pointing  to  the  left  as  in  Type  I. 

I«ee=ii§ 


Rev.:  Middle  stroke  in  Norbu  not  connected  to  bottom  line  as  in  Type  II. 

Lower  end  of  snake-like  ornament  pointing  to  the  right  as  in 
Type  la. 


lyoe.IU 


Rev.:  Middle  stroke  in  Norbu  not  connected  to  bottom  line. 

Lower  end  of  snake-like  ornament  pointing  downwards. 

The  lotus  flower  above  the  vase  of  ambrosia  at  10  o'clock  is 
composed  of  nine  elements  (dots  and  strokes)  as  against  only 
eight  elements  found  on  all  other  types. 

The  weights  of  the  five  coins  illustrated  above  varies  from  17.87  a.  to 
20.48  g. 


THE  ONE  SRANG  ISSUE  Y12 


On  the  obverse  of  this  coin  we  have  concentrated  on  the  following  features: 

•1.  The  Tibetan  character  na  in  the  word  Gaden  at  2 o'clock. 

2.  The  round  ornament  to  the  right  of  the  lion's  head. 

3.  The  lion's  left  hind  leg. 

On  the  reverse  the  following  features  show  variation; 


1.  The  upper  part  of  the  Norbu  (centre  of  coin). 

2.  The  Tibetan  character  ra  in  the  word  Rabchung  above  the  Norbu. 

3.  The  umbrella  at  12  o'clock. 
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Obverse : 
Reverse: 


I 


Obverse : 
Reverse: 


II 


Obverse : 
Reverse : 


iye§=i 

Tibetan  character  na  with  a long  vertical  stroke.""^" 

The  ornament  to  the  right  of  the  lion's  head  has  within  a 
curved  line  pointing  to  the  right. 

The  lion's  left  hind  leg  has  seven  hairs. 

The  upper  part  of  the  Norbu  is  composed  of  three  long  strokes. 
The  Tibetan  character  ra  is  written  with  straight  lines.  \ 
Within  the  umbrella  there  is  a short  stroke. 


Tibetan  character  na  with  a short  vertical  stroke.  ^ 

The  ornament  to  the  right  of  the  lion's  head  has  within  a 
curved  line  pointing  to  the  left. 

The  lion's  left  hind  leg  has  six  hairs. 

The  upper  part  of  the  Norbu  is  composed  of  three  short  strokes 
(almost  1 i ke  dots ) . . 

The  Tibetan  character  ra  is  written  with  curved  lines.  \ 

Within  the  umbrella  there  is  a short  stroke  as  in  Type  1. 


Type  III 


Same  as  Type  II. 

The  upper  part  of  Norbu  is  composed  of  three  short  strokes 
(slightly  longer  than  in  Type  II,  but  distinctly  shorter  than 
in  Type  I ) . y 

The  Tibetan  character  ra  is  written  with  straight  lines.  \ 
Within  the  umbrella  there  is  a long  stroke. 
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Type  IV 


Obverse:  Same  as  Type  II  and  III,  but  the  lion's  left  hind  leg  has 

five  hairs. 

Reverse:  Same  as  Type  I. 


The  different  types  can  also  be  distinguished  by  different  numbers  of  dots 
near  the  rim  of  both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  weights  of  the  four  coins 
illustrated  above  range  between  18.28  g.  and  19.23  g. 


FORGERIES 


We  have  not  encountered  any  forgeries  of  Y9  issues,  but  numerous  forgeries 
of  the  One  Srang  Y12  exist.  We  wish  to  publish  three  examples  which  are 
all  different. 


tinguished  from  the  genuine  pieces  by  the  different  style  of  the  lion 
and  the  larger  Tibetan  characters  on  the  obverse.  The  weight  of  the 
illustrated  specimen  is  16.95  g. 
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F II 


This  forgery  must  have  been  made  from  a mould  which  was  taken  from 
the  genuine  coin  of  Type  III.  It  has  a very  porous  surface  and  the 
features  are  quite  blurry,  esDecially  on  the  reverse.  The  weight 
of  the  illustrated  specimen  is  18.45  g. 


F III  This  is  the  most  deceptive  forgery  we  have  found  so  far.  It  is 
also  produced  with  the  help  of  a mould  which  was  taken  from  the 
genuine  coin  of  Type  II  and  is  of  much  better  quality  than  F II. 

It  can  be  distinguished  from  genuine  specimens  by  its  very  smooth 
surface  and  by  having  a slightly  higher  relief.  The  dots  near  the 
outer  rim  all  show  very  clearly,  whereas  genuine  pieces  usually 
show  some  weakness  in  this  area.  The  weight  of  the  illustrated 
specimen  is  18.65  g. 
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F III 


EARLIEST  COIN  OF  AEGINA  MINT 


The  earliest  coins  of  Greece  proper 
were  issued  from  the  mint  of  Aegina. 
The  chief  type  of  this  mint  was  the 
sea-turtle  for  all  of  its  denomin- 
ati  ons . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

NO.  9b  - THE  COINAGE  OF  HERACLIUS  & HIS  SONS 


Regnal  Years  1/31.  Indictions  14/15,  1/15,  1/14. 

Perhaps  the  main  characteristic  of  this  long  reign  is  the  appalling 
bronze  coinage.  Twelve  mints  were  in  use,  some  for  a short  time  only, 
depending  on  the  fluctuations  of  the  military  situation. 


New  mints  in  use  were  CONSTANTIA  (Cyprus),  ISAURA,  and  SELEUCIA. 


The  following  are  some  of  the  Heraclian  monograms  that  may  be  found 
on  many  of  the  coins: 


R 

i, 

P 

M 

K 

< 

I r 

r 

XT 

n 

n 

A 

In 

1 1 

I 

rtr 

A 

t\ 

i 

The  reign  had  three  rather  important  innovations;  a new  silver  denomin 
ation,  plentifully  struck  and  the  silver  is  much  more  plentiful  than 
in  other  reigns  though  little  was  struck  outside  the  capital. 

The  use  of  the  Cross  Potent  with  a surrounding  legend  on  the  reverse 
of  all  the  gold.  The  reverse  reading  being:  VICTORIA  AU,  CONOB  below 

On  the  silver:  ADIVTAROMANIS  - May  (God)  help  the  Romans. 


Very  few  new  flans  were  used  for  the  copper  coinage  and  the  weights 
and  sizes  of  the  coins  vary  widely  and  greatly. 


Coinage 

GOLD:  Since  it  was  a long  reign  there  exist  many  varieties  and  the 

coins  vary  with  1 , 2 or  3 figures,  the  bulk  of  the  coins  having  been 
minted  in  Constantinople.  The  officiane  vary  with  the  individual  var- 
ieties and  the  following  are  known:  A,  B,  r.  A,  e , s,  z,  H,  e,  I. 

Many  coins  have  no  legends  on  the  obverse,  usually  those  with  the 
3 figures. 


CONSTANTINOPLE: 

ALEXANDRIA: 

CARTHAGE : 

RAVENNA: 

ITALIAN  Mint  (?): 

SPAIN  (Carthagena  [?]): 
Uncertain: 


Solidus,  It  wt  solidus  (23  & 22  and  20), 
semissis,  tremissis. 

Solidus  (rare). 

Solidus,  semissis. 

Solidus,  Semissis,  tremissis. 

Tremissis. 

Tremi ssi s . 

Semissis,  tremissis. 


SILVER:  Denominations  include  a very  rare  ceremonial  coinage,  miliar- 

ense  (mi liaresion , 3.75  gr.),  siliqua  {h  mil.  c.  2 gr. ) and  ^ si  1 i qua 
or  h mi  1 . (c.  1 gr. ) . 
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Early  solidus , old  legend 


Hexagram , Constantinople 


120  N reverses 

" Ceremonial miliar ense  Ravenna 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  A new  coin,  the  hexagram,  16.5  gr.  This  is  tolerably 

common,  in  fact  during  my  years  there  I probably  saw 
more  hexagrams  than  all  other  silver  Byzantine  pieces 
together.  New  reverse  legend. 

CARTHAGE:  ^ siliqua  c.  0.7  gr. 

RAVENNA:  Hexagram,  c.  6.4  gr. ; 120  N [k  si  1 - ) , c.  0.4  gr. 

COPPER:  The  copper  coins  of  Heraclius  and  sons  are  very  common  and  of 

an  almost  infinite  variety  as  they  were  usually  struck  over 
coins  of  earlier  reigns.  New  flans  are  a rarity.  Sizes  are 
reduced  particularly  after  regnal  year  21.  Sometimes  the 
flans  are  sections  from  larger  denominations.  The  legends 
frequently  are  absent  or  barely  visible  and  those  of  earlier 
reigns  may  be  decipherable.  Sometimes  the  strike  is  merely  a 
monogram  as  in  the  case  of  Sicily.  There  are  often  discover- 
ies to  be  made  and  a collector  could  easily  (and  inexpensibly) 
specialize  in  the  coppers  of  Heraclius  to  have  a most  interest- 
ing, if  unsightly,  collection.  In  my  years  in  Turkey  I rarely 
paid  more  than  the  equivalent  of  10  cents  for  one. 


Follis  reverse, 
Thess. 


Follis  reverse, 
Seleuoia 


3/4  follis  reverse, 
Con.  , double  struck 


% Follis } Carthage 


Const.  Thess. 
Follis  X X 

3/4  Follis  X X 

1/2  Follis  X X 

10  N X X 

5 N X 


Nic. 

X 

X 

X 


k Follis  reverse 3 Ravenna 

Cyz.  Sel.  Carth.  Rav. 
XX  X 

X X X X 

X XX 

X X 


Follis  reverse , 
Cyprus 


12  N reverse 
Alex,  (note  monogram) 


6 N 
Alex. 


CONSTANTIA: 

ALEXANDRIA: 

SICILY: 

CATANIA: 

ROME: 

CHERSON: 


Follis. 

12  N,  6 N,  3 N. 

Follis,  ? 3/4  F,  ? 1/2  F. 
10  N,  5 N. 

1/2  F,  10  N. 

8 N. 


Follis  reverse , Sicily 


NOTE:  Only  a very  few  regnal  years  are  known  at  some  mints,  due  in 
part  to  short  use  (Is.  Sel.)  and/or  the  fluctuations  of  war.  There 
are  also  many  varieties  in  design.  It  is  impossible  to  illustrate 
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all  the  varieties  so  only  a few  samples  of  widely  varying  types  are 
shown  here.  For  a better  idea  of  the  many  types,  see  the  Dumbarton 
Oaks  Vol.  II  catalogue. 

* * * ******* ★★★★★*★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
" LOP  Y “ 11  ITALY"  by  Fred  Drost 3 NLG>  NI-ELM 


A flyer  just  hit  my  desk  offering  "Copies  of  Famous  Italian,  Vatican 
and  San  Marino  Coins".  It  says  all  are  marked  prominently  with  the 
words  "Copy"  and  "Italy"  on  the  20  listed  coin  copies.  They  are  of- 
fered to  dealers  and  collectors  as  a service  for  comparison  purposes. 
Cost  is  under  $6  each. 


This  can  be  a legitimate  purpose  for  these  "coins".  But  I am  sure  there 
are  ways  for  some  to  turn  these  into  unsuspecting  "gems"  of  the  future 
for  some  less  knowledgeable  collectors  to  their  embarassment  or  stab 
in  the  pocketbook  or  wallet. 


I list  the  20  coin  copies"  for  your 

ALBANIA  ( Y8)  5 Franka 
ERETREA  (Y5)  M.  Theresia  1918 
GREECE' ( C 1 3 ) 5 Drachmai  1833 
Italy-LOMBARDY  (Y22.1) 

5 Lira  1848 

" -NAPOLEON  (CIO)  5L.  1812M 
" -VENICE  (C185)  5 Lira  1848 
ITALY  (Y30)  UMBERTO  I 5L  1878 
ITALY  (Y40)  Vitt.Eman.il  5L  1901 
ITALY  (Y59)  Vi tt . Eman . 1 1 1 5L.  1911 
ITALY  ( Y 9 1 ) Vitt. Eman. Ill  20L.  1936 


information  and  perhaps  protection: 

ERETREA  (Y4)  5 Tallero  1896 
FRANCE  (Y52.1)  5 Francs  1875 
HUNGARY  (Y35 ) 5 Krona  1907 
Italy-NAPLES  Ferdinando  120G  1854 
Italy-SARDINIA  (C124)  5 Lira  1856 
ITALY  Vitt. Eman.  II  5 Lira  1874 
ITALY  (Mule  Strike,  Y52  obv./Y40  rev. 
Vittorio  Emanuel e II  5 Lira  1901 
ITALY  Vitt. Eman.  Ill  (Y52)  5 Lira  191 
SAN  MARINO  (Y6)  5 Lira  1898 
VATICAN  (C191 ) Pope  Pius  IX  5L  1870 


If  you  have  knowledge  of  other  "Copies"  of  world  coins  I would  appreciate 
knowing  about  them  and  perhaps  listing  them  in  these  pages  in  the  future 
for  the  record. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
ETHIOPIAN  TOKEN  STRUCK  IN  TWO  METALS 


Bob  Reis , Lake  Oswego , Oregon , NI  #1649 

I recently  acquired  two  pieces  of  the  well  known  1 piastre  token  issued 
by  P.  P.  Trohalis  in  Addis  Ababa  (KM-Tn2).  Unlike  the  other  KM  listed 
tokens,  where  the  metal  is  described,  metal  for  this  one  is  unlisted. 

It  is  also  unlisted  in  the  wonderful  monograph  by  Granvyl  Hulse.  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  describing  this  token  in  two  different  metals. 

Variety  1:  23.5mm,  copper-nickel 

Variety  2:  23mm,  nickel  plated  brass 

The  two  tokens  are  struck  from  identical  dies.  The  degree  of  wear  on 
my  samples  precludes  the  possibility  of  one  being  more  thickly  plated 
than  the  other.  To  make  sure  I damaged  the  unplated  one  by  scraping 
its  edge.  A small  price  to  pay  to  establish  a new  variety. 
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THE  SULTANS'  SEAL  - THE  TUGRA 

Roleni.  R.  Kutchcn,  Lincoln,  NeJLicuka,  NI  # 7289 

According  to  Webster,  "Tugra,  Tughra,  also  Toughra,  is  the  offical 
signature  of  former  sultans  of  Turkey.  An  intricate  flourish  of 
peculiar  shape,  originating  in  the  14th  Century  and  customarily  used 
on  decrees  and  state  documents,  on  the  Turkish  flag,  postage  stamps, 
and  on  coins." 

In  actual  practice,  Muslim  coin  designers  have  tended  to  avoid 
pictorial  representations,  relying  instead  on  inscriptions  and 
geometrical  designs.  Sunni  Muslims  generally  consider  themselves 
prohibited  from  making  images  of  living  things.  Thus  their  art  has 
developed  as  a quest  of  geometric,  rather  than  corporeal  beauty. 
Islamic  writing,  in  particular,  has  developed  into  a high  art  of 
calligraphy.  It  is  more  important  for  their  writing  to  be  beautiful 
than  readable,  and  this  includes  the  sultan's  signature,  the  tugra. 

The  tugra  as  we  know  it,  was  supposed  to  have  originated  with  Murad  I 
in  1365,  when  he  signed  his  name  to  the  Treaty  of  Ragusa  with  his 
fingers  dipped  in  his  own  blood.  Whatever  the  truth,  the  development 
of  the  familiar  tugra  can  be  traced  in  the  three  signatures  below. 

The  first,  the  oldest  known  Turkish  tugra  was' found  on  a vakif 
document  and  is  that  of  Orhan,  son  of  Osman,  and  father  of  Murad  I. 
The  date  of  this  old  tugra  is  1324.  The  next  is  Orhan 's  tugra  of 
1348  and  begins  to  take  on  the  more  familiar  shape,  with  the  three 
nun  letters  beginning  to  fold  back  around  to  the  right.  The  last 
signature  is  that  of  his  son,  Murad  I,  and  it  is  even  more  like  the 
more  modern  tugra,  with  the  exception  of  the  vowel  marks  which  are 
absent  on  most  modern  tugras. 


1324 


1348 


ORHAN 


MURAD  I 


As  the  tugra  began  to  develop  into  more  than  just  a signature,  rules 
of  order  were  required.  This  order  was  called  and  places  the 

owner's  name  on  the  bottom  line  to  the  right,  with  his  titles  just 
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above.  Above  this  are  the  father's  name  and  titles  with  the  "The 
Ever  Victorious"  just  above  this.  This  part  of  the  tugra  is  called 
the  t>ene  or  luuu>u,  the  next  part  is  the  two  curves  on  the  left  side 
and  is  called  the  tegze,  and  includes  the  words  Lin,  meaning  "son", 
and  kan,  meaning  "khan".  The  tugras  of  people  other  than  the  sultan 
usually  have  only  one  curve  to  the  beyze  while  the  sultan's  always 
has  two.  The  word  datma,  "always  or  ever",  is  inscribed  in  the 
middle  of  these  curves.  The  tug  or  eZLifi,  the  Arabic  letter  "A",  is 
the  three  tall  staffs  on  the  top.  The  tugra  of  Emir  Suleyman  has 
four  elifs  and  the  one  of  Alemsah  has  five.  The  ZuLu£  or  zCuL/Le.,  is 
the  aigrette,  or  lovelock,  is  the  name  given  to  the  "S"  strokes  at 
the  top  of  the  elifs.  The  fourth  part  of  the  tugra  is  the  dancene 
"dagger"  or  kol  "neck"  is  the  lines  that  are  to  the  right  of  the 
tugra . 

The  tugra  has  not  always  been  restricted  to  the  Turkish  sultans.  It 
is  known  that  nine  other  princes  had  their  own  tugras  and  it  is  also 
the  word  that  is  used  to  describe  the 
signatures  of  the  Memeluk  Sultans  in 
Eygpt.  Tugras  have  also  been  made  for 
the  Prophet  Muhammed  and  for  titles  to 
some  verses  of  the  Koran  and  also  for 
the  heads  , of  the  dervish  orders.  When 
Bill  Holberton,  the  author  of  the  hand- 
book on  Ottoman  Numismatics,  Ike.  tven. 

Vlcto/itouA  and  the  two  volume  CotnA  o/. 
the  Ottoman  tmptne  and  the  lunJciAk 
RepuLLLc,  signs  his  pseudonym,  "Jem 
Sultan,"  he  sometimes  uses  a tugra. 

The  signatures  of  high  officials, 
not  members  of  the  royal  family, 
are  called  pence  (pronounced 
pen jay.)  This  word  translates  as 
"hand"  and  may  have  caused  the 
mistaken  idea  that  the  tugra  was  a 
handprint.  These  signatures  of 
officials  were  usually  placed  on 
the  side  of  official  papers  rather 
than  at  the  top  or  bottom,  and  thus 
are  usually  seen  on  end  or  edge- 
ways . 

Tugras  are  found  not  only  on  Turk- 
ish coins,  but  we  find  them  on 
coins  of  Afghanistan,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Hyderabad  and  Bahawalpur.  To  the 
untrained  eye  the  tugras  look  so 
nearly  alike  that  they  are  of 
little  help  to  the  novice  in  the 
identification  of  coins.  However, 
ability  in  reading  the  tugra  is 
much  desired,  as  it  helps  eliminate 
certain  coins  that  are  altered  and 
passed  as  rare  pieces.  The  ear- 
liest tugras  on  coins  are  found  on 
the  coins  of  Emir  SUleyman,  1402- 


1 i vj  y 


Jem  Sultan  tugra 
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1411.  These  early  tugras  on  the  coins  differed  from  the  same  tugra 
that  were  used  on  documents.  These  two  types  of  tugras  became  the 
same,  or  at  least  nearly  the  same,  about  the  time  of  Ahmed  II,  circa 
1691.  The  early  sultans  would  sign  their  own  tugra  on  documents,  but 
the  coin  tugra  was  made  by  an  expert  calligrapher,  thus  the  reason 
for  the  differences  of  these  early  tugras. 

Some  of  the  early  sultans  were  skilled  calligraphers,  who  not  only 
signed  their  oun  tugras,  but  who  even  wrote  their  own  edicts.  Some 
of  the  works  by  Ahmet  III  and  Murad  III  are  in  museums  today.  As 
paperwork  increased,  professional  scribes  were  employed,  and  in  time, 
several  calligraphers  were  needed  just  to  inscribe  the  tugras.  Then 
in  1729  the  tugra  was  set  in  type  for  printing  by  the  printer  Ibrahim 
Muteferrika.  The  royal  calligrapher  of  the  tugra  was  called  a 
rLUM.n.cJ-,  and  they  were  specialists  in  secular  (nesanji)  law.  He  was 
required  to  examine  all  the  legal  documents  before  he  signed  them 
with  the  royal  tugra.  The  nisanci  ranked  with  governors  in  the 
Ottoman  hierarchy  and  were  allowed  a ceremonial  turban  and  a red  robe 
in  recognition  of  their  position. 


About  1500,  the  tugras  on  documents  were  illuminated  with  color  and 
extra  fourishes  and  so  differed  from  the  ones  on  coins  once  again. 

At  first,  decorations  were  added  to  the  signature  alone,  but  later, 
much  of  the  page  would  be  taken  up  with  flowers  or  geometric  draw- 
ings. Some  of  this  illumination  was  added  after  the  documents  left 
the  official  court,  and  it  is  evident  that  these  outside  artists  were 
illiterate  as  they  would  distort  letters  of  the  tugra  with  their 
additions.  The  punishment  for  illegally  copying  a sultan's  tugra  was 
the  loss  of  the  hand  that  did  the  work  and  imprisonment  for  life. 


The  derivation  of  the  word  tugra  is  uncertain.  Some  say  that  it  is 
derived  from  the  Persian  word  tin.,  meaning  "arrow"  because  of  the  tug 
or  elif  letter  resemble  arrows.  Others  say  that  it  comes  from  the 
word  dog/m,  meaning  "correct,  true  or  straight."  Another  similar 
theory  says  that  it  comes  from  the  word  tug,  the  horsetail  symbols  of 
rank  in  the  Ottoman  Empire.  But  perhaps  one  of  the  more  imaginative 
theories  is 
that  the  word 
is  derived  from 
the  word  tuQ/u., 
which  was  a 
fabulous  bird, 
like  an  eagle 
or  falcon. 

This  bird  or 
tugri,  was  the 
totem  of  the 
Oguz  leader 
Hakan  in 
central  Asia 
sometime  in  the 
sixth  century 

A.  D.  A modern  tugri  likeness 


********************************************************************** 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

JETTONS  OF  IMPERIAL  RUSSIA  by  Robert  Werlich.  128  pp.,  colored  illustra- 
tions. 6"x9"  hard-bound.  Washington,  DC  1985.  Obtainable  from  the 
Quaker  Press,  3218  0 Street  NW,  Washington,  DC  20007.  $50.  postpaid. 

As  defined  by  the  author,  a jetton  in  pre-revolutionary  Russia  served 
essentially  the  same  purpose  as  a znaahok  in  the  present-day  Soviet 
Union  - a small,  usually  enamelled  pendant  or  souvenir  connected  with 
a given  organization  or  event.  Pre-1917  jettons  had  not  reached  the 
exponential  proliferation  that  characterizes  znachnki , and  these  earlier 
ephemerae  are  now  for  the  most  part  scarce  or  rare.  Before  regimental 
badges  appeared,  many  military  units  had  their  own  jettons.  Railroad  lines 
and  specialized  schools  were  also  especially  partial  to  jettons.  Canals, 
civic  and  charitable  organizations  generated  them,  and  the  coronation  of 
each  new  Tsar  produced  a spate.  After  the  Russian  Civil  War,  various 
§migrg  groups  kept  un  the  tradition,  but  on  a dwindling  scale. 

A special  variant  is  the  miniature  replica  of  the  pogon  or  shoulder-strap 
as  worn  on  a military  uniform.  These  were  made  for  hundreds  of  units, 
and  were  used  not  only  as  jettons,  but  often  as  charms  or  bracelet  bangles 
by  the  military  men's  ladies. 

The  jettons  were  worn  from  the  breast  button  of  a military  tunic  or  as  a 
watchfob  or  lapel  insigne.  A jetton  usually  bore  on  the  reverse  the  name 
of  the  recipient.  Almost  without  exception  these  miniature  objects  are 
colorful  and  reflect  a somewhat  gaudy  taste.  The  workmanship  at  its  best 
is  of  superior  quality. 

The  author  lists  some  237  jettons  and  presents  300  colored  pictures  at 
actual  size.  He  cautions  that  the  work  is  far  from  complete,  being  in- 
tended as  a compilation  of  those  known  to  him,  who  has  been  collecting 
for  40  years,  and  a half  dozen  informed  friends  and  collectors. 

A few  misspellings  do  not  detract  from  this. useful  and  informative  work, 
the  first  to  appear  in  its  field.  Also  available  for  $5.00  is  a mimeo- 
graphed value-sheet  which  the  author  reports  is  based  on  auction  results. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


LUCKNOW  MUSEUM  CATALOG,  by  C.  J.  Brown.  First  reprint  every  of  the 
1920  work.  The  original  two  volumes  have  been  reprinted  as  one.  22 
plates  and  over  557  pages,  especially  useful  if  the  list  of  ornaments 
and  mint  notes.  Pre-January  1986  price  is  £30  sterling.  (After  Janu- 
ary 31,  £35).  R.  C.  Senior  Ltd.,  Butley  Court,  Butley,  Glastonbury, 
Somerset,  Great  Britain. 

First  printed  in  1920,  it  was  one  of  the  finest  catalogues  of  Mughal 
coins  every  produced.  It  was  ever  a scarce  work  and  when  one  comes  on 
the  market  it  usually  retails  for  £200  or  more.  This  is  the  first  ever 
reprint  and  makes  the  work  readily  available  to  collectors  and  scholars 
alike  - the  original  two  volumes  have  been  reprinted  as  one.  With  22 
plates  and  over  557  pages  it  is  of  great  use  to  the  collector  especially 
the  list  of  ornaments  to  aid  identification  and  mint  notes  and  list  of 

20 


couplets.  The  book  will  be  ready  in  January,  1986. 

Also  available  from  R.  C.  Senior,  Ltd.  and  published  by  them  are:  The 

Coinage  of  Aksum,  £25,  plus  postage;  and  Silver  Punch-marked  Coins,  by 
Gupta  and  Hardaker,  £12,  plus  postage.  The  latter  is  the  standard 
work  on  the  5-punch  series. 


Information  from  the  Publisher. 


Wicks,  Robert  Sigfrid.  A Survey  of  native  Southeast  Asia  coinage 
circa  450-1850:  documentation  and  typology,  xxviii,  571 p . , maps, 
bibliography,  p.481-502,  soft  cover,  16.5  cm.  x 21  cm. 

This  Ph.  D.  thesis  from  Cornell  University,  1983,  is  "an  authorized 
facsimile  printed  by  microfilm-xerography  on  acid-free  paper  in  1985 
by  University  Microfilm  International,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  U.S.A." 

I do  not  have  the  cost. 

The  author  tells  us  in  his  Preface  that  "Because  we  are  still  in  the 
initial  stage  of  Southeast  Asian  coinage,  the  present  work  is  neither 
an  economic  history  of  early  Southeast  Asia  nor  a synthetic  history 
of  local  coinage.  It  is,  very  simply,  an  effort  to  document  native 
Southeast  Asian  coinage  and  to  privide  a basic,  if  incomplete,  descrip- 
tion of  the  major  cointypes  produced  in  the  area  over  a period  of  some 
fifteen  hundred  years.  As  a result,  this  study  is  primarily  descrip- 
tive rather  than  interpretive  and  it  stresses  what  is  presently  known 
about  coin  development,  from  the  coins  themselves,  from  archaeology 
and  from  literary  sources.  The  geographical  coverage  includes,  for 
the  mainland,  most  of  present  day  Burma,  Thailand,  Laos,  Cambodia  and 
parts  of  northeastern  India  and  Bangladesh.  The  entirety  of  island 
Southeast  Asia  is  considered:  Malaysia,  Indonesia  and  the  Philippines." 

For  what  he  set  out  to  do,  the  author  has  succeeded  admirably. 

Contents  are  as  follows:  Biographical  Sketch,  ii;  Dedication,  iii; 

Acknowledgments,  iv;  List  of  maps,  xiii;  list  of  coin  illustrations, 
xiv  (actually  452  pieces);  list  of  figures,  xix;  Abbreviations,  xxi ; 
Preface,  xxv;  Chapter  1:  An  Introduction  to  Numismatic  Theory  and 

Method,  1-3;  Chapter  2:  Mainland  Southeast  Asia:  The  First  Millenium, 

p.15-68;  Chapter  3:  Burma's  later  coinage:  Arakan,  Pegu  and  Tenasserim, 

p. 69-113;  Chapter  4:  The  Tai  Principalities:  Lanna,  Lan  Chang,  Suk- 

hotthai,  Ayudha  and  Bangkok,  p. 114-191;  Chapter  5:  Cambodia  after 

Angkor,  p.183-209;  Chapter  6:  Insular  Southeast  Asia:  The  Classical' 
Period,  p-211-257;  Chapter  7:  Islamic  Sumatra,  p .258-294 ; Chapter  8: 

The  Malay  Peninsula,  p . 295-403 ; Chapter  9:  Java,  Borneo,  Sulawesi 

and  Sulu,  p.404-449;  Conclusion,  450-460;  Appendix  A:  Sources  of  coin 

plates,  p-461-478;  Appendix  B:  Sources  of  Figures,  p.479-480;  A pre- 

liminary listing  of  works  on  native  Southeast  Asian  numismatics,  p-481 - 
502;  Maps  1-7,  p-503-509;  Plates  1-41,  p.510-550;  Tables  & Figures 
1-207,  p.  551-571. 

What  Wicks  has  done  is  to  provide  us  with  a tool  enabling  us  "to  lo- 
ate  material  of  interest  quickly  and  easily."  We  hope  that  he  will 
in  the  future  "go  beyond  a mere  tabulation  of  major  cointypes  and 
varieties  (such  as  has  been  presented  here)  and  produce  a truly  inte- 
grated history  of  native  Southeast  Asian  coinage."  The  book  is  a 
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must  for  anyone  interested  in  that  part  of  the  world. 


Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hubert 


Olcer,  Cuneyt,  Coinage  of  the  Emirates  of  Aidin.  Emirates  of  Theo- 
logues /Ephesus.  No.  10.  Yenilik  Basimevi , Istanbul,  1985.  28p. , 4 

plates.  Soft  cover,  16.75  cm.  x 25  cm.,  $6.00. 

This  booklet  from  my  friend  Ciineyt  Dlfer  is  the  latest  study  of  "the 
most  prominent  of  twenty  or  so  regional  principalities  to  emerge  on 
the  collapse  of  the  Seljuk  empire,  in  Anatolia." 

The  excellent  translation  is  by  Maggie  Quigley  Pina.  Too  often  trans- 
lations of  this  kind  suffer  from  an  inadequate  knowledge  of  English 
and  what  should  have  been  an  important  work  fails.  There  are  almost 
no  typographical  errors. 


quality  to  check  the  pieces  agai 


There  are.44  excellent  line  draw- 
ings by  Mufit  Egilmez.  Interesting 
is  the  piece  struck  at  Ayaslugh 
from  the  Stephen  Album  collection. 
(Illustrated  to  the  left.) 

The  45  fine  photographs  by  Turan 
Birgili  are  of  sufficiently  good 
; the  line  drawings. 


Included  in  this  corpus  are  9 anonymous  pieces,  one  of  Abu  Sa'id,  6 of 
Umur  Beg,  5 of  Khizir  Beg,  11  of  Isa  bin  Mehmed,  2 of  Musa  Beg,  2 of 
Umur  II,  one  of  Mehmed  bin  Bayezid,  6 of  CUneyd  b.  Ibrahim,  one  of 
Ayalugh,  and  one  of  Tire.  The  cover  photo  of  a piece  of  Cuneyd  bin 
Ibrahim  is  in  the  Tuncer  Sengiln  collection. 


Since  Dlfer's  genealogical  table  of  the  Aidin  Emirs  is  the  latest  to 
date,  I reproduce  it  below. 
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* - aiUmtj  = his  death 

hOkUmdarligi  = his  reign 
zevcesi  - his  consort 

If  you  collect  Islamic  coins,  or  if  your  field  is  Middle  Eastern 
history,  this  book  shoulc  be  on  your  shelves. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hubert 

********************************************************************* 
AESCULAPIUS  AND  THE  GREAT  PLAGUE  OF  ROME 

R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 

In  291  B.C.  the  young  city  of  Rome 
was  ravaged  by  a great  plague.  When 
the  pontiffs  consulted  the  Sybiline 
books,  they  found  that  the  only 
means  of  restoring  health  in  the 
city  was  to  have  Aesculapius  himself 
visit  them  from  the  city  of  Epid- 
aurus.  Ten  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Rome  were  sent  to  bring  the  god 
back  to  Rome.  When  the  ten  entered 
the  temple  of  Aesculapius  in  Epid- 
aurus  and  beheld  the  beauty  of  the 
statue  of  the  god,  a serpent  appear- 
ed before  them.  The  inhabitants  of 
Antoninus  Pius  bronze  medallion  Epidaurus  seldom  saw  the  serpent, 
honoring  Aescul-apius  which  they  honored  as  Aesculapius 

himself.  The  Romans  and  the  snake 
made  their  way  back  to  their  galley,  where  the  snake  made  his  way  to 
the  main  cabin  and  remained  coiled  up  for  the  trip  to  Rome.  The  ser- 
pent is  reputed  to  have  swam  to  shore  when  the  ship  reached  Rome  where 
it  dispelled  the  contagious  disease.  On  the  spot  the  snake  landed, 
the  thankful  Romans  built  a temple  to  Aesculapius.  This  whole  tale 
is  recorded  on  the  reverse  of  a bronze  medallion  struck  by  Antoninus 
Pius.  These  medallions  are  of  very  great  numismatic  rarity  and  can  be 
found  only  in  the  cabinet  of  the  "Bibliotheque  Nationale"  in  Paris 
and  in  the  Imperial  Museum  of  Vienna. 

******************************************************************** 


COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  ISSUED  IN  EXILE 

There  is  a 1982  dated  sterling  silver  5 Denari  proof  commemorating 
the  Centennial  of  the  Constitution  of  the  joint  kingdom  of  Serbia 
and  Bosnia.  41mm  in  diameter  and  weighing  24.2  grams  of  sterling 
silver,  it  portrays  His  Royal  Imperial  Highness  Marziano  II  Lavarello- 
Obrenovich,  "the  legal  and  judicial  representative"  of  the  Royal  and 
Imperial  House  of  Serbia  and  Bosnia.  In  front  on  the  royal  bust  is 
the  royal  arms  (in  exile).  The  reverse  portrays  earlier  autocrat 
kings  of  the  lands:  Milan  II  Obrenovich  IV,  Alessandro  II  Obreno- 

vich  V,  Orosio  I Obrenovich  VI  and  Nicholas  II  Obrenovich  VII. 

Only  1,999  copies  were  minted,  perhaps  by  the  Vienna  Mint,  a fact 
which  still  needs  confirmation. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Peter  Jungbluth,  Bruchfeld  20,  5000  Koln  91,  Fed.  Rep,  of  Germany: 

I would  like  to  trade  world  coins  with  other  members.  Ask  for  my  list 
and  send  yours . 

Fred  Reinelt,  2701  Forrester  Dr.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90064:  Wanted 

for  my  collection  XF  or  better:  Free  State  Danzig,  Y19,  1932,  Lodz 
Ghetto  TN  1,  1942,  Lodz  Ghetto  TN  5,  1942. 

Fred  Drost,  110  Ridgefield  St.,  Meriden,  CT  06450:  Perhaps  someone 

can  offer  facts  or  opinion  on  this  question,  one  that  has  interested 
me  for  some  years:  Why  do  we  continue  to  read  or  write  articles  in 

which  we  say  "such  and  such  island  or  culture  was  'discovered'  by  a 
European",  mostly , when  the  place  by  and  large  was  already  inhabited!! 

Wolfgang  Bertsch,  c/o  NUR  Touristic  GmbH,  Postfach  11  13  43,  6000  Frank- 
furt, W7  Germany:  Would  like  to  correspond  with  anybody  collecting 

Tibetan  coins  and  paper  money.  If  you  have  (or  know  about)  any  unpub- 
lished Tibetan  coin  or  banknote,  please  let  me  know,  sending  rubbing, 
or  photograph.  Would  also  like  to  acquire  rare  Tibetan  coins. 

Robert  F.  Kriz,  1980  N.  Atlantic  Ave. , #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931: 

I have  integrated  Handel's  Cast  Coinage  of  Korea  and  the  KCDA  Catalog 
1985  (in  the  Korean  language)  and  other  sources  into  a revised  listing, 
using  the  Mandel  numbering  system  as  the  base.  The  result  is  over  3600 
different  pieces  in  the  Sang  Pyong  Tong  Bo  period.  I welcome  correspond 
ence  from  thos  of  similar  interests.  Telephone:  305-784-0505. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  photo- 

copies of  books.  8 vols.  of  Paris  mint  medals  that  list  all  the  Annam, 
Vietnam,  Cambodia,  Indochia,  etc.  A Chinese  biographical  dictionary 
1898  that  lists  the  edge  designs  on  Cambodia  coins,  AXC,  two  grass- 
hoppers butting  heads,  Roman  head  in  box,  etc.  La  Medille  en  B'elgique 
Auxixe  siecle  engravers,  by  Alphonse  DeWitte,  Belgian  Mint  1905,  Charles 
Wurden.  Will  pay  postage  both  ways  plus  finders  fee. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suf- 
ficient for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribu- 
tion Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 

06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 


MUSIC  YEAR:  The  year  1985  was  proclaimed  a special  Music  Year  by^the 

European  Community  and  the  European  Council.  So,  along  with  two  Cuban 
Music  Year  coins  (mentioned  in  another  filler),  San  Marino  has  issued 
two  silver  coins  - 500L  and  1000L  - picturing  composer  Johann  Sebastian 
Bach.  It  is  further  learned  that  Italy,  rich  in  music  culture,  will 
issue  coins  in  tribute  to  4 musicians  of  Europe.  No  doubt  other  coun- 
tries, especially  European,  or  with  ties  to  Europe,  will  also  issue 

other  thematic  coins. 
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